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CRITERIA GRADE 
Class sizes A+ 
Sense of community on campus At 
Availability of faculty to students outside of classroom hours At 
Faculty members knowledge of subjects A+ 
Classrooms/lecture halls A 
Overall university atmosphere A 
Overall quality of education received A 
Quality of teaching A 
Attractiveness of your campus A 
Satisfaction with university experience overall A 
Amount of green space of campus A 
Library hours of operation A 
Computer accessibility on campus A- 
Usefulness of feedback from faculty A- 
Campus bookstore A- 
Study space A- 
Availability of quiet study space A- 
Student residences B+ 
Overall quality of on-campus buildings and facilities B+ 
Ease of course registration process B+ 
Reputation for high quality teaching B+ 
Availability of up-to-date technology in classrooms B+ 
Availability of up-to-date computer equipment on campus B+ 
Helpfulness of administrative staff Bt 
Service provided by library staff B+ 
Degree to which you feel your academic experience 
will prepare you for employment B+ 
Quality of academic advising B+ 
Overall library quality B+ 
Sense of personal safety/security B+ 
On-campus employment opportunities B+ 
School spirit Bt 
Diversity of extra-curricular activities (e.g., clubs) B+ 
Space for you to register in courses 
necessary to complete your degree B 
Academic support and counselling B 
B 


Availability of merit-based scholarships 


alls 


of Redeemer were 

thumping With the 
sounds of OVERHANG, 
beginning with a Soundcheck 
that peppered the Usually- 
quiet 11 o’clock attivity 
period. Throughout the day, 
the members of OVERHANG 
visited several classrooms as 
guest lecturers. They spoke 


candidly ebhew vetr 


experience 


as musicians and talked humbly 
about what it means to be a 
Christian artist, beyond the 
Christian Contemporary Music 
scene. 

At 8:00 pm, OVERHANG 
took their soaring rhythms and 
heavy riffs to the cafeteria. 
Grant Elgersma’s powerful 
vocals filled every corner of the 
cafeteria, not to be overpowered 
by the sonic drumbeats and 
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rock and rol¥vibrations of this 
boundary-breaking band. Their 
unique style and intense lyrics 
made for a concert one won’t 
quickly forget. Their debut CD 
is now available for preorder 
online. Hear more from them 
at overhangonline.com and 
myspace.com/overhang. Their 
performance suggests that this 
is and will continue to be great 
year of music for Redeemer! 


As many of you toil away at last-minute papers and midterms 
before the break, take heed in the fact that you aren't the 

only one being graded! Last year, many of us took a little time 

out of our day to participate in The Globe and Mail’s annual 
University Survey. Well, the results are in. If you find time 
between readings and take-homes on the break, have a look 

at these results. Are they a true reflection of your sentiments 
towards the school? Is there anything you disagree with? 
Does anything surprise you? Share your thoughts with us by A 
emailing thecrown@redeemer.ca. For the complete report A 
card, go to www.globeandmail.com/education. For more 


reactions on the results, see page 2. 


Mark Your Calendars 


The semester is half-way over, but that doesn’t mean life at Redeemer is slowing 
down. Make sure you mark off these three exciting events. 


24/7 Prayer - Wednesday, Oct. 17th to Wednesday, Oct. 24 - 
Sign up to take part in a week of non-stop prayer on Redeemer Campus. 
The prayer room will be in the Common room of Augustine hall and you 
can sign up at various events like the Prayer Dessert as well as in Student 
Life. 


Stephanie Gray - Monday, October 29th - 11 am in Room 213 - Stephanie 
Gray is a well-known pro-life speaker across North America. She has 
spoken at many large post-secondary education institutions and she will 
be coming to Redeemer to speak on Loving the ‘Least of These’; How 
should Christians respond to abortion? 


Redeemer Battle of the Bands Weekend - November 16-17 - 

The Sign-ups are done. We are compiling a band schedule. The band 
Garner www.myspace.com/garnerband has agreed to help judge. We also 
need you to judge. Each guest will receive the opportunity to vote for 
which band they think should win. The two bands with the most votes 
will get to open up for Article One in the Auditorium on January 11th. 
Admission for the Battle of the Bands is $5 at the door which will gain 
you entrance for both nights and a vote each night. 


WHAT'S INSIDE 


Letters and Opinions 
Parliament Run-Down 
Movie Review 

Sports Pics 


-Grossword and Sudoku 
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Redeemer Finally Gets Their “A”’ 


RE ae ee, 
JULIE KONYNDYK 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


When I think back to the anxiety- 
ridden months and weeks before 

I checked-in to Redeemer, I can’t 
help but laugh. We were fresh- 
faced seventeen year olds being 
blindly led through a sea of 
campus tours, college fairs and 
recruitments spiels. For some of 
you, those memories of transcripts, 
character tests and endless pep 
talks about hopes and dreams are 
still fresh. Regardless of whether 
you're a blushing first-year or 
restless fifth year, we can all 
remember what it felt like to be 
constantly reminded that the world 
was at our doorstep: Life after 
high school. We were making the 
decision that would supposedly 
change our lives. The Game of Life 
had, well, come to life. 

I'll assume that the majority of 
you reading this played the game 
the same way | did, and were 
not told to pass go and collect 
200 dollars (excuse my mixing of 
game metaphors). Rather, we were 
met with instructions to attend 
Redeemer University College. 

Some of us knew for years that 
Redeemer was our destination, 
some of us were unwillingly 
coerced by the arm-twisting 
abilities of our parents, and some 
of us dilly-dallied our way through 
the summer, landing on Redeemer 
after a last minute panic attack 
in August. And that was it. That 
was the big life-changing decision. 
We all came to this conclusion on 
different roads, but we've all ended 
at the same place. 

Consequently then, I’m guessing 
we've all had to address the very 
same misconceptions and suspect 
attitudes regarding our decision. 
I'm sure we've all been treated 
with the similar reactions, often 


FS Ca: SPI os bee 
NATALIE ARMSTRONG 
CROWN ALUMNA 


n the movie, Billy Madison, 
[te is a scene where Billy 

(played by Adam Sandler) hears 
a young classmate say, “I can’t wait 
until I go to high school, Billy.” To 
which Billy clenches the chubby 
boys face and replies, “Don’t you 
say that! ...Stay here for as long as 
you can!” 
Graduating from university kind 
of makes me want to grab you all 
by the face and say exactly that. 
Maybe not “stay here for as long 
as you can”, but at least relish the 
time that you are here. As soon as 
you graduate, you don’t get student 
rates anywhere, OSAP comes a 
knockin’, real bills start to filter 
in, and people want to know what 
your plans are (I just graduated 
from university, I thought the plan 
was to graduate!). 

I’m working at a high school 
right now and coaching a senior 
girl’s basketball team there and I 
overhear things like “When I’m out 
of high school...” or “Next year...” 
(you get the picture), I find myself 
saying, cliché lines such as “Enjoy 
your time.” But, it’s true. Every 
stage that we are at in life, we want 
to be at the next one and we often 
miss out on the present. 

When we are kids, we want to be 
old enough to drive, date, go to 
certain movies, stay out late. When 
we are teenagers, we can’t wait to 
move out. When we are in college, 
we want to be done school, When 
we are done school, we want to be 
back in school or moving on to the 
next stage (whatever that may be?). 
You may believe it ends there, but it 
doesn’t end there either. 

People in the working world want 


characterized by one or more of the 
statements below: 
From our high school friends: “Oh, 
that school is like, sooo expensive.” 
From our summer-job employers: 
“Ts that a bible college or convent 
or something?” 
From our oh-so witty relatives: 
“Looking for your M.R.S degree 
eh?” 
From everyone else: “Right, so 
you're going to be a teacher.” 

Wrong. 

I can say with gusto that my 
years at Redeemer have given 
me the ability to debunk all these 
stereotypes. Yes, OSAP is a 
benefactor of mine. Yes, this is a 
Christian University. Yes, three of 
my best friends just announced 
their engagements. And yes, our 
concurrent education program is 
producing some wonderful future- 
teachers. But these are not the 
only things that characterize this 
school, and thankfully, people are 
starting to realize this. Everyday, 
we are given more information that 
validates our decision to choose 
Redeemer. 

A few weeks ago, The Globe 
and Mail published their annual 
University Report Card. This 
report card pooled results from a 
survey taken by 43,222 Canadian 
university students. The very 
fact that Redeemer was finally 
listed among the other fifty-three 
Canadian post-secondary schools 
speaks volumes about Redeemer’s 
credibility in the eyes of the outside 
world. 

Redeemer was listed under the 
small category, as determined 
by having an enrollment level of 
less than 4000. In the category of 
“Overall satisfaction”, Redeemer’s 
“A” average was higher than 
schools like Acadia, Brandon and 
OCAD, second only to King’s 
University in Alberta. What's more, 
the results suggested that students 


to be working elsewhere. Many 
young married couples want to 
“set their families started” and 
have kids. Many young couples 
with kids want their kids to grow 
older so they can reclaim some of 
their time. Thirtysomethings want 
to be retired. Older couples want to 
be grandparents. Retirees long to 
work again. The cycle doesn’t end. 

There is nothing wrong with 
looking forward to the next step 
or looking back fondly on the past, 
but the reality is that we live in the 
present. We can plan well for the 
future, but setting ourselves too 
firmly in the future is unhealthy. 
James 4:13-14 reminds us that we 
“don’t know the first thing about 
tomorrow. [We're] nothing but 
wisps of fog, catching a brief bit of 
sun before disappearing. Instead, 
make it a habit to say, ‘If the Master 
wills it and we're still alive, we'll do 
this or that.’” (The Message) 

It's okay to dream. In fact, 
dreaming is a fantastic way to 
set goals, motivate yourself, and 
sometimes, make it through certain 
situations. However, if you dream 
your undergrad away you will miss 
out on some incredible experiences. 
Enjoy your time in school. Enjoy 
classes, professors, and dorms. 
Enjoy studying. Enjoy being single. 
Enjoy dating. Find joy in your 
present. 

There is a scene in the movie 
Garden State when Mark (played 
by Peter Sarsgaard) leads Andrew 
Largeman (Zach Braff) and Sam 
(Natalie Portman) around all day 
on a search for a gift for Andrew, 
but with no hint as to where they 
are going or what the end result will 
be. At one point, Braff’s character 
blurts out that he can’t take it 
anymore and wants to just give up 


are not coming to Redeemer to 
waste money and remain in a cozy 
Christian bubble, they are coming 
because of “Quality of teaching”, 
“Quality of education received” 
and “Knowledgeable faculty”. So 
while those tuition payments make 
a substantial dent in your future 
car fund, take comfort in the fact 
that you're paying for quality. 

Perhaps cynical outsiders will 
silence their quick assumption that 
all of Redeemers students are close- 
minded, fanatically right-wing and 
ignorant when they discover that 
Redeemer received a “B” grade in 
regards to “Tolerance for diverse 
opinions and ideas”. Obviously, we 
should aim for an “A” next year, 
but keep in mind that a “B” is the 
very same grade that larger schools 
like Ryerson and York received. 

And finally, Redeemer scored 
commendably well on topics 
like “Level of preparation for 
post-graduation employment” 
and “Degree to which you feel 
your academic experience will 
prepare you for employment”. 
Even without this report card, we 
need only to look at the growing 
list graduate schools Redeemer 
students are admitted to, and the 
inspiring careers they are attaining. 
Not included in the survey: and 
“Degree to which you feel your 
academic experience will prepare 
you for marriage in a comfortable 
Reformed environment”. 

Since that summer after high 
school, Redeemer students have 
fought an inferiority complex 
instilled in us by misinformed 
friends. Don’t let these comments 
and doubters make you question 
your decision to #ttend. Take pride 
in these results! And if they don’t 
ring true for you, take steps to 
change that. We've already been 
given our “A”, now make sure we 
deserve it. 


or at least know what is going on, 
but Sarsgaard’s character doesn’t 
want to ruin the surprise. In an 
odd way, this is the first point in the 
movie that, Braff’s character learns 
to live in the present without being 
depressed or drug-influenced. 
Shortly after that moment, Andrew, 
Sam, and Mark are standing on 
top of a large piece of machinery 
in the pouring rain, staring down 
into a large cavern that they refer 
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to as “the infinite abyss” and 
scream, laugh and Portman and 
Braff share a kiss. They relish the 
moment. They live it. They enjoy 
the present, 

Throughout the rest of the movie, 
Braff’s character feels more than 
he has in his whole life. He cries, 
He confronts his father. He reacts. 
He gets angry. He forgives. He 
experiences real life. 

On your crazy life journey, 


Dream about 
the future, but don’t live in your 


enjoy the present. 


dreams. Experience life. Enjoy 
your undergrad. Be a university 
student. Eat Kraft dinner drowned 
in ketchup. Stay up late writing 
papers. Have conversations with 
dorm-mates about life changing 
things at 4 a.m. And even though 
we “don’t know the first thing 
about tomorrow,” be okay with 
knowing that God does. 


The Christian Counter-Culture 


RE NR: oo 
CHRISTOPHER KEEFER 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 
uick, its quiz time. Just a 
single question — I hope 
you've been — studying. 
Now” what is the difference 


between a Christian and anyone 
else? No, not anyone else in the 
specific, individual sense. After all, 
we're hardly interested in whether 
his eyes are blue and yours are 
green. No need for you to employ 
your abstract knowledge of the inner 
workings of religion, either. The 
differences between, for example, 
Buddhism and Christianity are 
fairly obvious (and for those of you 
eying each other nervously at this 
point, try Wikipedia). 

Really the question has only 
one all-important answer — the 
answer that can change another's 
life, or doom your own. What is 
it that sets a Christian apart in 
thought and action from his or 
her contemporaries? The answer is 
Grace. 

Allow me to prove my point, as 
it were. Philip Yancey, in his book 
‘What's so Amazing about Grace?’ 
tells a permutation on a well known 
tale. A young girl grows up under 
conservatively minded parents, 
who tend to react negatively to 
things like nose-rings and short 
skirts, punk-rock with more swear- 
words than legitimate lyrics, and 
her lacy Gothic stylings. They 
ground her a few times, and she 
stews with bitterness. The words 
‘I hate you!’ are no doubt screamed 
at some point, perhaps more than 
once. Finally, the girl decides to run 
away. 

She packs a few essentials into 
a knapsack one night, grabbing 
the loose cash from her mother’s 
purse on the way out, and takes a 
bus from her sheltered little town 
into a major city. There, she lives it 
up for a while, partying, drinking. 
She experiments with drugs. She 
moves from boy to boy, living 
with them till she grows tired of 
them. Eventually, though, the first 
sallow signs of illness appear. 
Things change in a flash. No one 
wants her now, and she grows thin 
and starved, as well as sick. She 
learns how to forage food from 
dumpsters, and lies awake every 
night, too afraid to shut her eyes for 
too long. Worse, every last scrap of 
money she can make, find or steal 
goes to feed her drug addiction. As 
she lays awake one night, curled up 
in a moth-ridden coat on a metal 
grating, listening for footsteps, she 
sobs. She had been wrong, so very 
wrong to leave. Her life back home 
had been a paradise compared to 
where she was now! 

The scarred, sad-eyed girl knows 


that, in all the world, she wants 
nothing more than to go home. She 
calls several times, getting no one, 
but leaving a short, hesitant message 
saying that she is “catching a bus 
heading up that way.” She climbs 
onto the bus, paying the fee from 
the last of her meager stash, and 
rehearses over and over in her mind 
her apology. “I’m so sorry, father. 
I’m not even worthy to be called 
your daughter anymore. | was so 
wrong. Can you ever forgive me?” 
He throat grows tight just thinking 
about it. She hasn’t apologized to 
anyone in years. 

Finally, several hours later, the bus 
pulls into the station, and the girl 
steps off, nervously trying to fix her 
hair. She steps into the terminal, not 
knowing what to expect. Would her 
parents have gotten the message? 


WHAT'S SO 


AMAZING 
SO GRACE, £ 


Would they have even cared? She 
half expects to leave the station 
alone. 

Instead, she blinks, tears 
beginning to swell as she finds over 
forty brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, 
cousins and assorted relations all 
waiting for her, carrying huge signs 
proclaiming “Welcome Back!” The 
crowd around her parts, and she 
comes face to face with her father. 
She bows her head, unable to meet 
his eyes, and begins to sob through 
her rehearsed speech. 

But he lifts her chin and presses 
a finger to her lips. “Shh, child. 
There’s no time for any of that. 
You'll be late for the party. I have 
a banquet waiting for you at home. 
Welcome home, my child.” 

Sound familiar? The story of 
the prodigal son (or, in this case, 
daughter) is one any Christian is 
familiar with, It seldom seems that 
we are as familiar with its meaning, 
though, or its application to our own 
lives. The world around us works 
on principles of law — “ungrace” 
if you would. A concept of each 
action possessing its consequence, 
each offense with its penalty. 


Jesus taught those who would 
follow him something very 
different, however. “But I tell you 
who hear me: Love your enemies, 
do good to those who hate you, 
bless those who curse you, pray for 
those who mistreat you. If someone 
strikes you on one cheek, turn to 
him the other also. If someone 
takes your cloak, do not stop him 
from taking your tunic. Give to 
everyone who asks you, and if 
anyone takes What belongs to 
you, do not demand it back. Do to 
others as you would have them do 
to you.” (Luke 6:27-31, NIV) 

Why? Why should a Christian live 
in such a manner? It’s ridiculous! 
Just give up my Stuff to someone 
else, not because they asked 
politely, or deserve it, or even need 
it, but just because they grab it from 
me? Let someone strike me, and 
then give them the opportunity to 
do it again? Bless those who curse 
me? Jesus, tell me you're joking! 
Why should I? 

The answer is, of course, the 
story of the prodigal son — and its 
application to each of us. In much 
the same way that the child of the 
story goes astray from her parents, 
we too have gone astray from our 
Heavenly Father by sinning. When 
God welcomes us back we receive 
grace. While we were still sinners, 
God loved us, died for us, and now 
he takes us back into his family. 

Another story Jesus told involved 
aman who owed millions of dollars 
to a king. The man could no more 
pay back the debt than he could 
turn lead into gold. Even selling 
himself, his wife and his children 
into slavery would not equal the 
debt. In a great display of grace 
the king simply pancels the debt 
and the man leayes free. When 
walking back to his home, still 
full of wonder at his great good 
fortune, he happens to notice a 
man who owes him a couple of 
dollars. He seizes this man by the 
collar and shakes him, demanding 
his money back. When the other 
admits he cannot pay the man has 
the other thrown into jail until he 
can pay the debt back. When the 
king hears of this he’s furious, and 
orders that the man be thrown into 
jail and tortured until he pays back 
the millions that he owed. 

In the same way, Jesus finished, 
shall we be treated, It is the hardest 
lesson to learn, the hardest teaching 
to live and the one that sets us apart 
from the world. This teaching gives 
us the authenticity the world is so 
desperately seeking and, perhaps is 
what makes us Christian at all. For 
no one can be a disciple of Christ, 
if he does not do what Christ 
did -gave his all to an unworthy, 
unrepentant world, 
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ysticism, spirits, the 
occult, and the general 
belief in a sixth sense are 


things that many Christians are 
afraid of. And for good reason, 
since demons are a real thing and 
have a real danger. But just as 
people are afraid of heights, yet still 
retain them in our society, so too 
are people afraid of the spirits that 
God put into our world. While lam 
no true master of things spiritual, I 
would like to share some things 
that I have found. 

The Chinese call it Chi, the 
Japanese, Ki. For each, it is 
an energy that flows through 
everyone and can be transferred. 
Pretty hooky, eh? Well, stop for a 
minute and think about this. Many 
different healing practices of the 
Orient are based on touching and 
manipulating these fields. And 
does not the Bible instruct us in 
the laying on of hands in order 
to pass leadership and to heal? 
Coincidence? 

In case you have not noticed, I am 
taking a class on Asian Philosophy. 
They have a far less “grounded” 
view of the world in how they can 
believe in the unseen much more 
easily than us. And I think this 
is a blessing. Now for sure, there 
are many things that they believe 
that are pure heresy to a Christian. 
For example, the sacredness of 
cows and the veneration of a 
reincarnating Dalai Lama. But some 
of their other ideas have merit. 

The number one place that 
Christians can seem to find spirits 
lately is in the Pentecostals and 
“speaking in tongues.” I by no 
means discredit them, but this is 
not at all what [ am talking about. 
The thing I speak of is deeper, and 
is something that cannot be heard 
or touched, but can certainly be 
felt. 

My first experience of this 
spiritual awareness, if you will, was 
when I went downtown Hamilton 


offering free prayer. Two guys in 
my dorm and | went, carrying signs 
and hoping to touch those around 
us. And while people did come up 
and ask for prayer and talk to us, it 
is not those people that I found I 
came the closest to. Rather, it was 
the people who would capture the 
attention of my spirit. Often it was 
a simple glance, other times I felt 
like someone was watching me, but 
each time it was definitely there. 

It is a sensation that is hard to 
explain. For a moment, your body 
does not mean anything. It feels 
that instead of two people, you 
are connected and flowing back 
and forth. You feel at peace in 
this communion. Their physical 
features you may forget, but this 
connection will stay imprinted on 
you. All told, it makes no sense in 
any real way. 

After this experience, I felt like an 
overflow of “spiritual-ness” came 
across me. It was quite something 
in how I could tell how attuned to 
this people were. When I attempted 
to explain this phenomenon to some 
it was like talking to a wall and 
nothing came of it. But to others, 
it was like a blissful flow of joy and 
love. A mere touch or smile would 
feel so much deeper and more 
significant. I wish it were easy to 
explain, but I can only say that it 
was one of the greatest blessings | 
have ever encountered! 

So this is my experience. I am not 
100 percent sure what to make of it 
yet, but I have been long aware that 
there is more to people than meets 
the eye. I feel the greatest sin of 
the modern age is to call us merely 
apes. These last few weeks have 
shown me that there is something 
beautiful to this life that God has 
given us that we Westerners have 
forgotten for centuries. I can only 
hope that I could shed some light 
for you all, 


Security at What Cost? 


It was a beautiful fall day. The 
sky generously shared it space 
with blue patches and white clouds 
that were fluffy as caramelized 
corn pops. Even the colourful 
leaves seemed to be lined with the 
rays of a golden lemon drop sun. 
It was the Friday of a long week 
filled with midterms and labs, and 
I was glad for it to be over. The 
breeze was flowing through my 
freshly washed and citrus smelling 
hair in preparation for a delightful 
relaxing weekend spent at my 
girlfriend’s parents house. The 
only last thing was to pick up her 
brother in third parking lot so that 
we could drive home. 

Her brother wasn’t waiting for 
us at the door as we had expected. 
This wasn’t a huge deal; a mere 
annoyance at the most. The day 
was beautiful and such an event 
like this wasn’t any reason to get 
me upset. We parked the car in the 
parking lot outside his dorm and 
my girlfriend knocked on the door 
to see if her brother was inside. 
| was waiting by the car, leaning 
against it with the passenger door 


open. At approximately the same 
time a Redeemer security guard 
came rolling in, parking beside us. 
After a few seconds of gathering 
things from inside his vehicle, he 
opened the door and stepped out, 
with a fresh batch of potential 
parking tickets in his hand. The 
time was around quarter to five 
in the afternoon. Needless to say, 
I didn’t envy his job of giving 
out tickets this late on a Friday 
afternoon. Never-the-less he went 
straight to work nailing the car 
beside us with a sheet of paper. 
Within about a minute of getting 
out of his vehicle and ticketing his 
first victim, he turned to me, just 
as my girlfriend was returning the 
car. 

“Is this your car?” he asked. 

“Yes it is,” we both said, as | 
thought to myself “I’m standing 
practically inside of it.” 

“Do you have a parking pass?” 
he proceeded to interrogate. 

“No,” my girlfriend replied, 
“We're just picking up my brother. 
We'll be gone in five minutes; he 
just has to get his stuff.” 


“So you don’t have a parking 
pass?” 

“No,” she replied again, “but 
we'll be gon....” 

“I’m going to have to give you a 
ticket if you don’t Move your car.” 
He said. 

“Are you kidding me?” I replied. 
“You're joking, right?” 

“Please move your car or I'm 
going to have to give you a ticket.” 
I conceded, because aman in 
uniform isn’t someone you would 
want to mess with. | mean, he was 
‘securing’ the campus after all; my 
apologies for the burning sarcasm. 
We moved our car, Only to move it 
back less than ten Minutes later to 
get her brothers stuff. 

A few points I would like to 
make. Firstly, ] would have gladly 
accepted a parking ticket under 
the following three citeumstances: 
a) I had double parked two cars 
whose owners were Currently 
trying to get out of their parking 
spots. b) If I had snuck into the last 
parking spot in the lot with twelve 
cars with parking permits waiting 
to snag the next available spot at 


the mouth of the lot, or c) If I was 
currently loading the trunk with 
stolen goods from a dorm. The fact 
of the matter was that the parking 
job was very good, there were a 
plethora of available parking spots, 
and | was not stealing anything. 

A direct quote from a previous 
Crown issue says “Students are 
concerned about security on 
campus and the perception that 
some security staff are more 
concerned about disciplining and 
questioning students rather than 
the overall security of the campus. 
Moreover, students feel a lack of 
respect by some security staff.” 
This was said to be addressed 
in late September, October is 
now almost over and the some 
of the still seem to be blissfully 
unaware that is the image they 
are projecting when conducting 
business in this manner. Please 
note that not all security adopt this 
sort of attitude. The security guard 
from the UK is very pleasant to 
deal with and I believe is one of 
the few security guards on the top 
of the totem pole that understands 


what his job is about. Security’s 
job is to make the students secure 
both in the dorms and in the 
academic building. It’s about 
making people feel safe as well 

as protecting us. Trying to give a 
student a ticket while trying to pick 
up their sibling is not this security 
officers job, even if it does give him 
a feeling of accomplishment. Of 
my two years on campus security 
has felt more like a nuisance than 

a source of comfort. To add to their 
sour disposition, part of every 
student's tuition goes towards 
campus service items, such as 
security. I don’t feel that my money 
that I’m paying should go towards 
someone's salary who is giving 

out tickets for fun. I’m not sure, 
Maybe I’m completely out of line 
and the wool has been pulled so 
tightly over my eyes that I can’t see 
straight. Or, maybe, just maybe, he 
was out of line. That is all. 
-Annonymous 


Afghanistan: A Place In Between 


EOP 
BRENDAN KOOY 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 


.S. Elliot once wrote, “The 

only wisdom we can hope 

to acquire is the wisdom of 
humility: humility is endless.” 

This was one of the lines 
quoted by Rory Stewart several 
weeks ago in Ottawa in a lecture 
sponsored by the International 
Development Research Centre 
(IDRC). Mr. Stewart spoke on the 
Canadian presence in Afghanistan, 
delivering one of the most powerful 
presentations I’ve ever witnessed. 
Speaking from a wealth of tangible 
personal experience, he broke 
down the country of Afghanistan in 
a manner that should be heard by 
all Canadians. 

Mr. Stewart’s book The Places in 
Between was rated as one of “the 
top ten books of 2006” by the New 
York Times. Previous to writing 
it, he has spent his time collecting 
several degrees and doctorates 
from several universities, working 
in the British Foreign Service, and 
traveling all across the world. From 
2000-2002, he traveled on foot across 
Pakistan, Iran, Afghanistan, Nepal 
and India, a trip of nearly 6000 
miles. He was appointed Deputy 
Governor in the Iraqi province of 
Maysan after Coalition forces took 
over in 2003, having already served 
in Kosovo and Indonesia. 

I eagerly jumped at the chance 
to hear such a distinguished 
speaker in person. With the topic 
of Afghanistan playing such a large 
role in Canadian politics, it figured 
to be a great opportunity. 

What I did not expect coming 
into this lecture was a man who 
is so humble, so grounded, and so 
aware of the impossibility that is 
Afghanistan. He was not speaking 
to give answers or to boast about his 
accomplishments, he was there to 
demonstrate the merits of humility. 

Mr. Stewart is certainly not a 


PT EET PE ANS 


man that needs to be humble. 
People who have done much less 
have boasted far more about their 
achievements, in fact. Only half 
way through his professional life 
and already with several degrees, 
experience with the Foreign 
Service, and a life as a successful 
and respected entrepreneur, Mr. 
Stewart has distinguished himself 
admirably. 

Further to that, with so much 
experience with the Afghan 
people, he could probably 
propose some intelligent solution 
to end violence and _ conflict 
there. Instead, however, he only 
proposes to be humbly dormered 
by the entire situation. 

Anyone who has taken a political 
science class with Dr. Koyzis will 
be familiar with the preconditions 
for democracy. Similarly, Mr. 
Stewart spoke at length about 
ideas like the need for rule of 
law and consolidation of state, 
presenting impressively complex 
diagrams and _ formulas for 
bringing democracy to a country. 

After flashing these fancy diagrams 
across the screen, however, he put 
up an image of an Afghan tribal 
peasant on a mule in the foothills 
of the country. Would such fancy 
diagrams about national democracy 
make any sense to this man? 

Quite frankly, no. 

Unfortunately, when strategizing 
and planning our mission in 
Afghanistan, it seems our leaders 
have reverted to such complicated 
diagrams and formulas. Instead of 
getting hands-on knowledge from 
people like Mr. Stewart, they have 
relied on the blueprints drawn by 
military strategists thousands of 
miles away. 

This in turn has led all us of to 
a sense of false confidence. The 
reality of the matter, though, is that 
a military campaign in a country 
like this is not a scientific equation. 
It is an arduously long process in 
which sacrifice, hard work, and 
most of all humility are essential, 


Mr. Stewart was not arguing 
against Our presenge overseas. 
He was taking issue with the 
sterile and faceless Way that we 
have stereotyped our mission in 
Afghanistan. Such a complex 
situation with its amount of 
geographic and historical variables 
cannot be simplified. 

While opposition parties in 
Ottawa clamour for Canadian 


%. 

“.. A military campaign in 
a country like this is not a 
scientific equation. Itis an 
arduously long process in 
which sacrifice, hard work, 
and most of all humility are 

essential.” wm 


troops to stay not a day longer 
than their February 2009 mandate, 
we continue to miss the point. 
As Canadians, we need to stop 
debating about how quickly we 
can collectively minimize harm to 
our troops and leave the Afghan 
situation in a perfect state. It won't 
happen. 

To assume that there is some 
magnificent solution just over 
the horizon is foolish. What 
more, it’s arrogant. To suppose 
that Afghanistan can be put back 
together as a functioning country 
in a few years after decades of 
strife is unrealistic. 

Debate if you will whether we 
should have gone to Afghanistan 
or not in the first place. I believe 
our leaders made a_ correct 
decision to send aid, but that’s my 
opinion. Believe inthe mission or 
not, what matters nOW is that we 
as Canadians stand behind our 
young men and women overseas 


risking their lives to the share the 
same rights and freedoms with a 
beleaguered people that we take for 
granted. 

Don’t think that this war will be over 
at the exact moment that everyone 
wants it to be. Whether it lasts 
beyond February 2009--the current 
Canadian mandate—or not, Canada 
should be willing to stand behind 
and be proud of what its Armed 
Forces are doing in this mission. 


Brendan Kooy is a_ political 
correspondent for The Crown. 
He is currently in a one-semester 
internship program on Parliament 
Hill, the nerve centre for Canadian 
politics. He enjoys sports, debate, 
and long walks on the beach. 


Copynghted Metered 


ROR Yas TEWART 


Author of The Primer of the Marshes 


THE PLACES 
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“{Stewart's) encounters with Afghans are tragic, touchiog, and 4 
terrifying: they all have the ring of unembellished authenticity... 
A mature debut, and an intelligent and illuminating introduction 


19 this fascinating, unfortunate coumtry.” 11 
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Life and Times in the Capital: Throne Speech Week 


power rested with the Liberals. with a fresh mandate 
BRENDAN KOOY Unfortunately for Liberal But, it was not quite sO 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER supporters, the leadership of simple. Sensing an obvious 
the party has been under fierce weakness in the Liberal camp, the 
n Canadian politics, the lasttwo  gcrutiny. Many argue that the Conservatives moved immediately 


weeks have been the weeks Of Jeader, Stephane Dion, has the to pass somewhat risky legislation 
the poison pill, party disarray, leadership abilities of a goat. concerning the criminal code via 
controversial memoirs, the chess Several of his top lieutenants have confidence vote in the House of 
match of electioneering, and the resigned recently; he is currently Commons. Therefore, as with the 
ever-changing public opinion polls. in the shadow of would-be leader throne speech, if the legislation 
With the throne speech on October jichael Ignatieff; he has all but is defeated an election will be 
16, all parties jostled for position in lost his influence in Quebec; and necessary 
hopes of coming out on top of the thanks to Conservative strategists, | Clearly, Mr. Harper’s government 
political pile. he has been forced to either fight is dealing from a tremendous 
First, there was Afghanistan. an election he cannot win or position of strength. Not only is he 
Then there was the criminal code. compromise the integrity of the capitalizing on popularity across 
After that, the environment and the — party to an un-Liberal Conservative the country, including Quebec, 
Kyoto Accord. And, the one issue mandate. but he is showing off a confident 
that everyone seems to actually Withall this transpiring before the persona that Canadians have not 
agree on, Arctic Sovereignty. These ct. 16 throne speech, Mr. Harper seen yet. Up until now, the Prime 
issues were key in determining was sitting pretty. He made timely Minister has been criticized for 
the legislative future for the next announcements on a new national his poor relationship with the 
session of Canada’s government, drug policy, arctic sovereignty, media and his careful, rehearsed 
and, whether there wouldevenbea and slickly deflected criticism by presence in public. His recent flair 
next session under Prime Minister appointing a government panel for the dramatic, highlighted by 
Stephen Harper. to investigate the mission. With his surprise press conference two 
As is common in the weeks and public polls in his favour, he was set weeks ago, has him looking like 
months leading up to speeches for an election if needed (in fact, the the charismatic leader that Canada 
from the throne, opposition parties Tories had already chartered four has been waiting for 


all surrendered a list of demands Greyhound buses for a possible With this newfound confidence, 
for the government of the day campaign) but also legislatively combined with Mr. Dion's 
to compromise to. This current ;eady for another session. crumbling surroundings, the lame 
government being a minority, The throne speech went on as_ duck atmosphere of the past year 


the demands have to actually be expected. Mr. Harper’s roadmap — will not repeat itself. If it does, or 
taken mildly seriously for fear Of for the next session was consistently even comes close, Mr. Harper will 
being defeated and an untimely (Conservative and without a have Canadians marching to the 
election being called. With the Bloc “poison pill” (a controversial polls once again. 


wr : | ee See ; ‘ ] 

Quebecois and the NDI coming policy that might purposely trigger What happens from there is 

out and promising to automatically an election). Stephane Dion chose anyone's guess. ao 

oppose the speech--lest Mr. Harper fe > gOVe : x ROR Sooper 
ee F ay Aaa to not defeat the government, afte1 Pg ag i 

commit to some sort Of ant- the Bloc and the NDP declared alntcitiiuea aac stance! 


Afghanistan, left-wing, Quebec- 


- they would vote against it. 50, 
friendly agenda—the balance of 


Parliament began a new session 
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ARIS & ENTERTAINMENT 


‘Across the Universe” a Whimsical Whirlwind 


LAURA KONYNDYK 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


ulie Taymor’s “Across the 

Universe” is a gorgeous 

and draining trip. Sure, the 
plot may meander a bit, and a 
few of the zanier sequences may 
inspire a raised eyebrow or two, 
but this move is remarkable and 
quite magical, in my opinion. 
If you are going to idealize the 
60's and celebrate the generation 
that our parents are so apt to feel 
nostalgic about, you might as 
well do it through song, dance 
and romance. If we wanted an 
accurate depiction of what it 
was really like back then, we 
wouldn't go see a musical. That 


being said it is important for 


us to realize that the music was 
a defining feature of the 60’s 
and a powerful reminder of the 
times. As one character states in 
the movie, “it keeps the demons 
at bay.” In this case, it also acts 
as a unifying force in the film, 
tying each story line together. 
While it is easy to become 
overwhelmed and loose yourself 
in the spectacle, there is a 
glorious equalizer present in 
“Across the Universe”: the 
songs. Each song, hand picked 
from The Beatles massive and 
familiar discography, is one 
that everyone knows the words 
to. The characters in the film 


_ 


breathe new life into them, even 
though I grew up listening to as 
a kid a million times over. 

The plot is fragmented, the 
colors are loud, and the political 
message is something we've 
heard before, but it captures the 
delicious recklessness of the 
generation, 

What we have here is a free 
spirited, endlessly amusing 
movie - one that dives head 
first into sugary love ballads, 
angsty anthems and playful 
songs about college frat boys. 

It also explores the political 
tension ready to burst from 
under the surface. The plot 


is fragmented, yes, and the 
characters fail to reveal 
themselves fully, but that isn’t 
the intention of the movie. Jude 
and Lucy are merely devices 
director Julie Taymor uses to 
paint her vivid masterpiece. 
Character development be 
darned. The pageantry of this 
movie was enough to keep me 
hooked. Hearing these young 
lovers sing the songs that we 
all know the words was both 
comforting and oddly exciting. 
Who doesn’t want to hear about 
truth, beauty, freedom and 
love? Other musicals can’t stay 


away from these themes either 


(Moulin Rouge, anyone?) and 
there is a good reason When 
all is said and done this movie 
was entertainment in its purest, 
loudest and most exuberant 
form. | would recommend it to 
anyone with a passion for art, 
or in need of a sweet escape 
from mid-term monotony. | 
am certain that it will delight 
anyone that grew up listening 
to The Beatles, or at least keep 
them interested in that almost- 
mythical creativity of the hippy 


generation 
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What I Know About Hockey § pyyais iV ACTION 


SCOTT FAIRLEY 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 

n the last issue I was mistakenly 
[esi as the author of a piece 

on the Redeemer Royals hockey 
team. This came as a particular 
surprise to me, as I have yet to 
attend a Redeemer sporting event 
in the five years I’ve been attending 
Redeemer. It also came as a 
surprise to others, many of whom 
were amazed that I knew anything 
at all about sports, let alone enough 
about sports to write an article on 
them. However, don’t take this 
abstinence of sports-watching to 
mean I know nothing about sports. 
In my youth, I was an avid hockey 
and baseball fan, and I’ve picked 
up a fair number of tidbits of 
knowledge along the way, which I 
now pass onto you. 

For starters, let's look deeper into 
Canada’s national sport. Hockey is 
undeniably as big a part of Canadian 
culture as... well, it’s pretty much 
the most important aspect of us as 
a nation. Even our other national 
trademark, beer, would be nowhere 
without Hockey. Nothing unites 
us or divides us as a nation to the 
same degree as hockey. Hockey 
also has by far the most interesting 
folklore of any professional sport. 
Rivalries? Some might argue that 
the Boston Red Sox/New York 
Yankees rivalry is the most bitter 
of all. But can one truly claim that 
national tensions are present in it? 
The Toronto Maple Leafs/Montreal 
Canadiens rivalry strips down the 
francophone/anglophone — tensions 
to the primal level of one group 
of Canadians wanting to see the 
other group smacked in the head 
with wooden sticks. Even a child 
understands that. 

But hockey folklore stands 
head and shoulders above others 
when it comes to it’s most sought- 
after prize, the Stanley Cup. No 
trophy has seen what that cup has 
seen, even if you count George 
Costanza dragging the World 
Series trophy behind his car in an 
episode of “Seinfeld.” The Stanley 
Cup has been all over the world 
and has seen all sorts of abuses, 
misuses, and very unusual things 
happen to it. The list of Stanley 
Cup misadventures is long, but 
highlights include: being urinated 
in (multiple incidents), used to 
baptise infants (1996), sharing a bed 
with a player (multiple incidents), 


being set on fire (1962), swimming 
in the pools of players and fans 
(multiple incidents -according to 
Guy Carbonneau the trophy does 
not float), clubbing with Mark 
Messier (resulting in a slightly bent 
trophy, 1987), and serving as Martin 
Brodeur’s popcorn bowl (2003). 

Also noteworthy is the superstition 
of sports, both the athletes and their 
fans. As a theatre student, I’m 
no stranger to superstition (not 
discussing a certain play about 
a certain Scottish monarch, for 
example), but sporting superstition 
simply has the theatre completely 
beat. The level of devotion to 
superstition, for example, is only 
rivalled by religious devotion. 
Sticking with hockey, the playoff 
beard is one of the more interesting 
superstitions. To shave while in 
the midst of a post season struggle 
spells certain death for your team. 
Perhaps that is why not all teams 
participate in the superstition. 
Those that do go all out however, 
result in a team that looks more like 
lumberjacks than hockey players. 
Yet another reason why playoff 
hockey is the best hockey. Further 
studies in sport superstition include 
the neglect of a player on the verge 
of an important achievement. 
Pitchers playing well will often 
spend the last third of the game 
in seclusion to maintain their no- 
hitter, so will a goalie approaching 
a shut-out. 

Sports fans are also an interesting 
bunch. Much like concert-goers, 
sports fans represent a part of 
people that they would sooner not 
have seen in public. But honestly, 
how many of us have wanted to 
walk into class with the name of 
our favourite early modern British 
playwright painted on our torsos? 


Better yet, get some friends in on 
the action and spell out Freud (or 
Jung, if you prefer) in the front 
row of your next psychology class. 
Imagine if our reaction to sporting 
events was the same as it was to, say, 
getting the cable bill? Such things 
are foolish, and that’s why we have 
sports. Sports allow us to let loose 
and strip every emotion down to 
either depression or elation with no 
difference in volume. 

But where my knowledge of sports 
excels is where my knowledge in 
general excels: completely useless 
factoids I’d bring up at parties -if I 
ever got invited to parties. While 
researching my article on incognito 
dangers, I discovered that there 
is actually such a sport as “chess 
boxing”. I know enough about 
boxing to get by, but | don’t know 
much about chess. Basically, you 
play chess and then punch your 
opponent. And keep doing so until 
checkmate or knockout, whichever 
comes first. It’s still something of 
a niche market, so don’t expect 
“Fundamentals of Chess Boxing” to 
be taught anytime soon. My initial 
reaction to chess boxing is probably 
the same as every man reading this 
right now: Confusion (“Really?”) 
followed by understanding (“Yeah, 
that makes sense!”), and ending 
with excitement (“AW ESOME!”). 

So there. I do know things about 
sports. I know that the Stanley 
Cup has lived a life more exciting 
than my own, that athletes and are 
a special kind of crazy, and that 
people will watch televised chess 
as long as there's the possibility that 
violence will follow it. I might not 
know the infield fly rule, but I know 
enough to write an article. And 
now there can be no more doubt. 


JAMES HARSKAMP 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 

‘ve always been one to believe 

that cooking your own food is 

fulfilling, relaxing, and most 
importantly, tasty. It is one thing 
to eat pre-made meals out of a 
box after you've microwaved them 
or put them in boiling water, but 
a completely different thing to 
dive your (cleaned) hands into an 
array of fresh ingredients, mixing 
and mashing until something 
wonderful is made. Having 
lived on campus for two years, | 
understand that spaghetti is a 
staple, as well as tacos and Chef 
Dave's lasagna. But | always found 
that taking the time on a weekend 
to host a few special guests to help 
me enjoy the fruits of my labour in 
the kitchen was a great break 
from the dorm eating. So, without 
further ado, let’s plunge into the 
simple realm of cooking and look 
at a simple Greek dipping sauce 
which is great as an appetizer or 
something to serve with your main 
course. 

Tsatsiki (| pronounce it “sa- 
seek-ee”) is a staple in Greek 
cuisine. It is a diary-cucumber- 
garlic dipping sauce which goes 


well with pita bread or a chicken- 
rice dish. Since the Redeemer 
food store doesn’t have the vast 
amount of ingredients a normal 
super market usually has, you'll be 
happy to know that you'll be able 
to find all these ingredients right 
at Redeemer. 


250 mL of sour cream 

250 mL of plain yoghurt 

1 large cucumber 

1-2 cloves of garlic (or a very small 
tables spoon of minced garlic) 
Salt and pepper. 

Dill (optional) 


Start by peeling the cucumber. 
Then cut the cucumber down 
the middle exposing the soft 
seedy innards. Take a spoon and 
scrap out the seeds so that your 
cucumber looks like a soggy green 
canoe. If you don't like those 
seeds going to waste, feel free to 
nibble on them while you prepare 
the rest. Next, take a cheese 
grater and grate the cucumber 
so that it looks like soggy grated 
green cheese. Take a clean cloth 
(or a double layer of paper towel) 
and wrap the cucumber tightly, 
squeezing all the liquid out of it 
so that your cucumber is damp 
instead of sopping wet. Then in 


a large bowl mix the sour cream, 
yoghurt and the cucumber. Mince 
your garlic (or use a garlic press) 
and add it to the rest of the mix. If 
you're not a huge fan of garlic, use 
only one clove. | personally will use 
2 large cloves, regardless of the 
effect on the breath. Add salt and 
pepper to taste - note that this 
isn'ta ton. You can add a teaspoon 
of dill in at this time too, if you're 
the dill type. Put it in the fridge 
and let it sit for about an hour so 
that the garlic can infuse the rest 
of the contents with its glory. This 
should serve 4-6 people quite 
nicely. Serve with oven warmed 
pita bread, cut into triangles (like 
pizza) or have it as a dipping sauce 
along with your chicken and rice 
dish. This also goes really well on 
a wrap, with breaded shrimp or 
calamari if you have it. Refrigerate 
the leftovers and serve later as a 
snack. 

| haven't tested the calorie 
content of this dish yet, but 
eat a couple spoonfuls and run 
outside for a while and tell me 
how long you last. This dish is very 
refreshing, and if you've never 
thought that yoghurt, cucumbers 
and garlic could go together, | urge 
you to try this out. You (hopefully) 
won't regret it. 
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ACROSS ae 
1. Paddle boat dA hl 
6. Merchandise 
11. Code for life fe 
14. Drop your weapons Shir 
15. South Pacific island 
16. Info storage type, in Mbs ae 
17. Did you intend to give that back? | 
19. Beverage suffix 
20. Moose's cousin ae 
21. Scottish caps en 
22. Cultivator 
24, Notwithstanding Re 
26. Smart- al 
27. He who never looked back 
28. Idyllic vacation spot ise ye 
31. Negatively charged atom 
34, Do's complements S| ia 
36 _ carte i? Pe 
37. Aug. successor 
38. Lamb's wet nurse? P| oe 
39. Muppet Bert has one a Be 
40. Cable or stock follower 
41. Papal documents 
43. Broaden 4. Famed NHL defenseman 
44. Repeating 5. It can overwhelm 
46. Springfield's beer slinger 6. Landscape architect's garden 
47. Islamic decree nightmare? 
48. "The 40 Year Old Virgin" star 7 Bows 
52. Sub-Saharan pest 8. Lord's Prayer starter 
54. Submerged > Gibbole 
55. Garland : 
56. Finely tuned organ? ty a : lee 
: : a 11. Inspector Clouseau, MD? 
57. Man's first words to woman? 1 cane 
60. Matterhorn or Roche Melon, e.g. 1s: Dutch iver 
61. To have, & Paris Lie 18. Electrical unit 
62. "That's ". Dean Martin hit 24. Gonth -Armarical: Mibee 
63. Word with jump and lift 25, Map out 
64. Clingy 26... or God" 
65. Fran Drescher role 49 ntanicnl soother 
30. Express fatigue 
DOWN 31. Plain text format, briefly 
1. To the third 32. Hold the rocks 
2. Chameleon 33. Archimedes’ response to 
3. Informs, informally Marie Antoinette? 


What woul be your dean reading break? 


I’m knee-deep in homework! Ouch! 
-Jessica DeSmit 


Chillaxing with my friends, 
going to the Leafs game. 
-John Stevens 


Staying home and relaxing, no school work. 


-Shari Bryan 


Go to Quebec City with my friends Jess , Erin and 


Meghan! 
-Nelia Schalk 


Oh my gosh, rest, get some quiet time and relax. 


-Angelina Gomez 
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Home of the blues 
Night stalker 
Oktoberfest staple 
Cricket swatter 
Odysseus’ Penelope must 
do it nightly 

Laborer 

Snitch 

Mexican auto de fe site 
Celica offspring 

The gift, to Maria 
"Liveand__" 

Brit 

English Breakfast 

and Darjeeling, e.g. 
Polio vaccine pioneer 
Pronounced, simply 
Buck's better half 
Doetors' org. 


Larry realised a dark side to the to new iPod when he 
got the Rolling Stones stuck in his head. 


RYAN SERO 
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THE CROWN is now officially online. Our new site 

is easier to navigate, more user-friendly, and will 

feature special web-only features. Make sure to 
Stop by! http://crown.redeemer.ca 


